
Lincoln East Vocal Boosters Meeting 
February 4, 2020 

 
Call to order  
Melissa Abele called the meeting to order. 
 
Approval of minutes  
The minutes from the January 14, 2020 Booster meeting were discussed.  Renee Alexander motioned to 
approve the minutes with no additions or deletions.  Brenda Chebuhar seconded the motion. Minutes 
approved. 
 
Financial Report 
Jason Duhs gave an update on the financial from Spartan Spectacular.  The checkbook is not yet up to 
date due to receipts that still need to be turned in for Spartan Spectacular.  Spartan Spectacular brought 
in roughly $300 over last year’s total income.  The Cafeteria brought in $17226 and admissions 
$18130.00.  The People’s Choice award brought in approximately $330.  We did purchase event 
insurance this year for $975 for $15,000 in coverage.  This is an expense we did not have last year.  Jason 
D. will look at insurance 60 days out next year so that we are able to look at more options.  The Square 
Reader was used at a cost of approximately $187 in fees.  These fees are credit card use fees. Using 
Square helps determine inventory needed for the next year.  There are no fees incurred for determining 
inventory.  We sold 1,182 Chick-fil-a sandwiches.  Thank you to all committees that helped make 
Spectacular run so smoothly. 
 
Directors Report 
Ms. Wissink gave an update on the status of refunds from the hotel in Linn Mar.  Currently there is no 
answer yet.   The District is in conversation with the hotel.  Thank you for your patience 
 
This weekend is Southwest Showdown.  As a reminder, no outside food or drink is to be brought to any 
competition we attend or host.  Students are asked to stay at Southwest and not go get food elsewhere.  
If your student has dietary restrictions and needs to bring their own food, please notify the directors. 
 
Next week students will be learning Show Choir audition material.  Choreo will be taught Wednesday 
and Thursday after school.  Students will be given the necessary information.  The following week will be 
auditions.  Students will need to sign up for an audition time.  There will be a judging panel for auditions.  
The judging will be similar to competitions.  Attendance, attitude, and work ethic can come into play for 
auditions.  Auditions are very competitive.  Directors will do their best to place the students where they 
will be the most successful.  If you have questions about where your student is placed, the directors 
would prefer to have a face to face conversation with the student.  Mr. Zart let parents know that 
student’s growth and performance since August will count as well as if they have consistently missed 
practice or competitions.  Show Choir placements will be announced on Friday March 20Th (after the end 
of the show choir season). 
 
Auditions for Singers and Jazz Choir will follow.  These auditions are for rising Juniors and Seniors.  If the 
student auditions for Show Choir, that audition will count as their Singers audition.  If they do not 
audition for show choir, they will need to set up another time for their audition.  Jazz Choir is a small 
group ensemble.  The auditions for Jazz Choir will take place in early March before Spring Break.  There 
are 16 spots available.  Everyone who is in Jazz Choir now will need to audition again.  A reminder was 



given for students to refrain from posting about results on social media out of respect to everyone who 
auditions.  Incoming ninth graders will audition later in the year.   
 
Room parents 
There are still spots open for Southwest Showdown. 
 
Room Parents watch the room assigned to East to keep students and their things safe. Some reminders 
for the Room Parents: 

-only show choir students are allowed in the room.  They must have the performers mark/band. 
-Males and females change in separate rooms 
-Students need to have appropriate behavior 
-No outside food or drink.  
-Only water should be consumed in the room.  Keep the costumes clean! 
-Noise level should be kept to a minimum 
-Students things need to stay in the room 
-Appropriate behavior 
-No couples sharing blankets 

 
Vocal Music Trip 2021 
There will be an informational meeting for the Chicago Trip on March 2.  This trip is for students in a 
curricular vocal music for the full year.  The rough estimate of the cost is $950.  The trip will be in mid-
April 2021.  While in Chicago, the students will participate in performances and sightseeing.   This will be 
a 4-night trip.  The next trip of this kind will be in 4 years.  If anyone knows of any rising ninth graders 
that will be involved in music, please invite them to the meeting.  The meeting is informational only, it is 
not a sign up.  
 
2020 Spartan Spectacular 
Melissa A. opened the floor for discussion on what went well or did not.  Jill Swank heard from 
numerous people that it was one of the best run events.  Clay Ehlers seconded that and that they heard 
a lot of thanks.  Brenda Chebuhar reported compliments on the smooth traffic, heard lots of thanks and 
praise.    We had a sufficient amount of Ushers, but we could use a handler for the video person, 
someone to run for them when they need something.  There was discussion over handling the traffic 
after lunch and which groups perform next to ensure there is time to get everyone into the auditorium.  
Bus drivers appreciated the lounge and the chauffeurs.  Occasionally some members of families would 
get in without a wrist band. 
Amy Rempe reported that there was some issue over choirs going to the wrong door.  She said the 
student volunteers did a great job of handling it. 
 
The first aid station needs to be stocked with water.  There was a request that next year we have a 
floater volunteer to give the traffic volunteers a restroom break.  There was a suggestion to have a golf 
cart or something of that sort to help bring in people who cannot walk as far.  There was a request that 
the adults be given some direction as to what student volunteers are expected to do in each area.   
It was noted that we ran low on programs.  There was discussion over having a basket in the auditorium 
for people to recycle their programs.  900 programs were ordered.  It was agreed that this was the 
appropriate amount to order for 16 groups.  
 
Mr. Zart told the group he was extremely impressed and thankful for how the day went.  Mr. Zart 
expressed thanks to everyone involved in making it all work.  



Kathy D. offered thanks from the parents to Greg Gates for all his work planning and organizing Spartan 
Spectacular.  As a reminder, we will be looking for someone to take over this position. 
 
Fundraising  
Jill Swank updated us on fundraising plans.  There will be some individual fundraisers that can be applied 
to either the Chicago trip or to Show Choir fees.  The JetSplash fundraiser will be the first one.  This will 
be presented at the March 2 Chicago Trip informational meeting.   
Fundraisers in the works include Wham Bam Meal in a Pan.  Students will sell the meals.  Purchasers will 
get a certificate for the meal.  The meals are $20, and the students will earn $5 for each one they sell.  A 
fundraiser with Chez SoDo is in the works.  This will be a group fundraiser.  A fundraiser with Amaizen 
Popcorn is being considered.  The students would presell popcorn canisters that will be Spartan Blue 
with a white lid.  This would be an individual fundraiser. 
This month’s family dine out night will be held on Tuesday Feb 25th at Blaze Pizza (1317 Q ST) We will 
earn 20% of sales that night if patrons say they are with Lincoln East Vocal Music.  This will apply to 
orders made in the store only- not online.  That day is also the UNL Black History Month Concert, so 
while downtown getting Blaze pizza, families can attend the concert as well.* 
Village Inn Pie Cards will be sold in the fall.  There will be more information to come. 
 
Board positions  
There will be more information to come on open board positions. 
 
Upcoming Dates 
February 8th: Southwest Showdown Competition 
February 12-13: Learn Audition Choreo 
February 14-15: Cabaret 
February 19-20: Show Choir Auditions 
February 22: LPS Solo and Ensemble 
Feb 24: Singers Performance: MasterWorks at First Plymouth  
February 29: Norris Fields of Talent Competition 
March 2: Chicago trip meeting 
March 3: Jazz Choir Auditions 
March 7: Lewis Central Competition 
March 17: Spring Show 
 
 
Google Photos can be viewed or uploaded to: 
Showcase Photos Link: https://photos.app.goo.gl/nQ1wbhfDWbqpEfJv8 
Midwest Cup Photo Link: https://photos.app.goo.gl/Z5nvFUUdVciV4bJ58 
Spectacular Photos Link: https://photos.app.goo.gl/gftUHbPMt36f4zXw6 
Southwest Showdown Photos Link: https://photos.app.goo.gl/pnaCYugZekamXFTG9 
Norris Photos Link: https://photos.app.goo.gl/xW31Xa7P66kg17BW8 
Lewis Central Photos Link: https://photos.app.goo.gl/be4XgvetyBdFZN8S6 
The next Booster meeting will be held April 7, 2020 at 7PM. 
 
There is no further business to discuss.   
 
Brenda Chebuhar motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Amy Rempe seconded.  Meeting adjourned. The 
minutes will be posted on our website.   
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Respectfully submitted by Jody Olsen. 
 
*After the Booster meeting it was discovered that the UNL Black History Month Concert is not taking 
place on campus but will be held at Westminster Church 2110 Sheridan Blvd. 
 
 
 


